12            llohammadan Marriages and Divorces.

The registration of marriages may be made compul-
sory either (a) by attaching direct penalties to the
failure of parties or to the neglect of Mullas and
Qhwondkaars, or (5) by attaching civil disabilities to
suitors for any and all causes arising out of marriage,
or to suitors for dower, maintenance, and conjugal
rights. To impose penalties on the parties who con-
tract a marriage would involve such a prying and
irritating interference with the private affairs of the
people, that no Government should attempt to under-
take a measure of the kind. A strong and widespread
disaffection will be the result of the oppression and
hardships which are sure to accompany its enforce-
ment.

But if, instead of punishing the contracting parties,
we punish the Mulla or Qhwondkaar who performs the
marriage ceremony, we are perhaps more likely to suc-
ceed ; there must, however, be a large number of
Mullas or Naayebs under each Kaazi so as to enable
them to attend all marriages within their respective
parishes. Appointed by a Government officer, they
must convey to the people in their present state of
civilization an idea of superior merit and superior posi-
tion, and would be able, in a comparatively short time,
to supplant all illiterate or self-constituted Qhwond-
'kaars. This plan cannot be construed as even the
semblance of interference with religion, and is calcu-
lated to attract the gradual sympathy of the people
towards the registration of marriage.